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TRAVEL
TEXAS

Four
Texas
spots to
visit soon

w

EUROPE

Want to go for a dip or
see the leaves change?
Make plans now.
By Kristin Finan
kfinan@statesman.com

Whether you’re desperately trying to hold on to summer
or want to get an early taste of
fall, there are plenty of Texas destinations ideal for a day
trip or quick weekend getaway. Here are four great places to consider going, or at least
planning for, right now.

LOST MAPLES STATE
NATURAL AREA

Buzzing
Budapest
Come for hip bars, stay for
coffeehouse culture and
Michelin-starred cuisine.
By Amy Laughinghouse
Special to the American-Statesman

Two girls nestle inside a rusting bathtub,
each languidly puffing on a hookah like the
louche, heavy-lidded caterpillar from “Alice
in Wonderland.” A 6-foot-tall green rabbit squats at the entrance of their ramshackle den, a figment of a fever dream conjured
into concrete form, while a child’s rocking
horse dangles upside down from the ceiling, impassively surveying the scene through
black button eyes. Deeper in the heart of this
graffiti-splattered cavern, half a dozen hipsters crowd into a defunct car retrofitted with
wooden benches, “Beverly Hillbillies”-style,
and a young woman dances with an inflatable doll beneath the rainbow glow of Christmas lights. Gradually, the tangle of tattooed
limbs blurs into a mind-bending illusion
— that of a multitentacled, beer-clutching
Kraken grooving to a pervasive, persuasive
techno beat.
Whatever I might have expected from
Budapest, Hungary, I couldn’t have imagined the dystopian utopia of Szimpla Kert.
It’s a surreal standout among a warren of
“ruin pubs” that transform the Hungarian
capital’s Jewish Quarter into a party-hearty
hub after dark. These lively bars — some little
more than open-air courtyards strung with
hammocks and furnished with old barrels,
park benches and even a “shipwrecked” boat
— line the roads and fill the courtyards of
buildings that lay neglected long after World
War II. Now, the neighborhood is a haven
for street artists, students and backpackers

TOP: Folks relax in hammocks
and on wooden benches at
Koleves, one of several “ruin
pubs” along at Kazinczy utca
in Budapest, Hungary.
Lost Maples is a short drive from
Concan. CONTRIBUTED BY CHASE
FOUNTAIN, TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPT,

Sure, the fall leaves in Texas don’t typically change the
same way they do in other
parts of the country, but if you
head to Lost Maples State Natural Area — located about two
hours southwest from Austin — in October and November, you can catch a glimpse
of the spectacular shades of
orange, red and brown that
make the season so special. If
you want to see them, though,
you’ll want to make reservations now; weekend availability for campsites during these
months is already nearly full.
If you can go during the week,
that’s your best bet. Last year,
the colors were most vibrant
in early to mid-November; to
find out what’s happening this
year, keep an eye on the fall
foliage report posted weekly
on the park’s website starting
in October.
Stay: Primitive campsites start
at $10 a night; campsites with
water and electricity are $20 a
night.
Eat: Bring along your favorite
grub and cook under the stars.
Don’t miss: There are various
outdoor activities offered here,
including backpacking, hiking,
bird-watching and fishing.
Info: tpwd.texas.gov/stateparks/lost-maples. To make
a campsite reservation, call
512-389-8900. For general
information on Lost Maples, call
830-966-3413.

ALSO INSIDE
» See three more Texas spots
within a day’s drive. D13

ABOVE: Borkonyha, a
Michelin-starred restaurant
on Sas Utca, features artfully
plated fare such as aged
goat cheese balls served
with green spices. CONTRIBUTED
PHOTOS BY AMY LAUGHINGHOUSE

RIGHT: The entrance to Aria
Hotel Budapest features
tiles arranged as piano
keys. CONTRIBUTED BY ARIA HOTEL
BUDAPEST

Budapest continued on D12

HILL COUNTRY

Glamping on the Guadalupe
Options range from
treehouses to tepees.
By Mauri Elbel
Special to the AmericanStatesman

A smoke-colored sky frames
our tepee as clouds settle
above the rolling green hills
hugging the horizon on an early morning in late June.
I climb out from the pitchblack, air-conditioned tepee
where I’ve been sleeping with
my best friend, Allison, and
our combined five children,
ages 7, 6, 4, 3 and 7 months, in

a cozy semicircle formed by
three queen beds and a Pack
N Play.
I reflect on the last time she
and I shared a tent — it was
12 years ago, we were in our
early 20s, single and childless, and we quit our post-college jobs to move to the Virgin
Islands and work at an eco-resort in exchange for tent lodging perched above a breathtaking Caribbean bay. While the
ocean, tree frogs and iguanas
couldn’t feel further away from
this moment, the memories
still course through my mind as
Glamping continued on D12

2501 Seawall Blvd • Galveston Island, TX 77550
409.766.4950 • 855.789.7437 • pleasurepier.com

The River Road
Treehouses
come with
amenities, such
as hammocks.
CONTRIBUTED
BY GREATER
NEW BRAUNFELS
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
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Texas’ must-see spots
HOUSTON

HYATT LOST PINES

Cool off at Noah’s Ark Pool at Quillian Recreation Center in
Houston. KRISTIN FINAN PHOTOS / AMERICAN-STATESMAN

Just a quick 2 1/2 hour
trip down the road,
Houston offers a bevy of
late-summer and early-fall
fun. Whether you wander the attractions such as
the Houston Zoo and the
Museum of Natural Science in Hermann Park or
go for a stroll among the
quirky art installations
on Heights Boulevard,
there’s plenty to entertain
all ages.
Stay: Hotel Granduca,
1080 Uptown Park
Blvd.; 713-418-1000;
granducahouston.com.
This Italian-themed
boutique hotel has 122
rooms and suites as well
as a workout room, lovely
outdoor pool and upscale
Ristorante Cavour, which
serves Northern Italian
cuisine. Thanks to its prime
location near the Galleria
in Houston’s Uptown Park,
there are many shops and
restaurants within easy
walking distance, including
the Tasting Room, Champps
Kitchen and Bar and Crave
Cupcakes. Like the look and
feel of the hotel? Another
Hotel Granduca will open in
Austin later this year.
Eat: Hugs and Donuts,
1901 N. Shepherd Drive,
No. 4; 713-485-6443;

hugsanddonuts.com. Ever
feel like you just need a hug?
And a doughnut? The newly
opened Hugs & Donuts is the
place for you. Flavors at this
Heights-area doughnut shop
include blueberry-lemon
glazed, Fruity Pebble crunch,
strawberry shortcake and
maple bacon. Kolache
options range from spinach
and artichoke to the McLovin
(hashbrown, egg and
breakfast sausage) to brisket
and cheddar. And they’re
serious about that hug, too. If
you need one, simply ring the
bell that says“ring for a hug”
and an employee will deliver.
Don’t miss: Noah’s Ark
Pool at the Quillian Center,
10570 Westpark Drive; 713781-9195; quilliancenter.
org/index.php/events/
swimming-pools. You’ll have
to go by Sept. 7 — that’s
when the pool closes for
the season — but this is
definitely my favorite place
to swim with kids in Houston.
Expect to find a giant Noah’s
Ark-themed water feature
— shallow and perfect for
splashing — a rainbow slide,
a coconut water drop and
a mushroom water drop.
There’s also an adjacent
recreational pool with more
slides and diving boards.
Info: visithoustontexas.
com

Sweet treats at Hugs and Donuts in Houston include the
Fruity Pebble Crunch.

Hyatt Lost Pines is only 30 minutes southeast from Austin. CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS BY HYATT LOST PINES

Riversong Lawn Porch is a good place to while away the
summer afternoon.

For easy family travel or a simple quick getaway, resorts run by large
hotel chains can be an
excellent option. There
are lots of good ones in
the Hill Country, but one
of my favorites, in part
due to its proximity, is
the Hyatt Regency Lost
Pines Resort. It’s located
near Bastrop — we made it
there in under 30 minutes
on a recent weekend —
next to McKinney Roughs
Nature Park.
Stay: The resort features
nearly 500 rooms including
a variety of suites with plenty
of space for families to
spread out.
Eat: There are several
restaurants on-site,
including the Firewheel
Cafe, a casual joint serving
up three meals a day. Dinner
options include both a full
menu and a sprawling buffet
serving free-range chicken
pot pie, grilled salmon and
chicken fried steak. There’s
also a kids’buffet, free for
ages 5 and under, and a
dessert buffet that includes
a chocolate fountain.

The hotel includes nearly
500 rooms, including suites.

Don’t miss: Water
features are a big draw here,
which include a 1,000-foot
flowing river pool, an adult
pool, two whirlpools, a
private sandy beach and a
two-story water slide. There
are also lots of kid-friendly
activities that can include
everything from horseback
riding to s’mores to movies
under the stars.
Info: lostpines.hyatt.com

McDade’s Emporium and Ice Cream is one of the eateries
on-site at the hotel.

GALVESTON
This beach town, located about 3 1/2 hours southeast from Austin, may be
known as a summer destination, but my favorite
time to visit is in early fall,
when breezes finally cool
down enough to make a
day at the beach a relaxing, laid-back experience.
Add to that Galveston’s
many attractions, including the amusement-parklike Pleasure Pier and
the shopping-centered
Strand Historic District,
and you’ve got the ingredients for a fun weekend
getaway.
The Hotel Galvez in
Galveston opened in
1911. The hotel is across
the street from the
beach and features an
outdoor swimming pool,
a restaurant, lobby bar —
and (reportedly) several
resident ghosts.
CHRIS LEBLANC / FOR THE
STATESMAN

Explore the USS Cavalla, a
World War II submarine, at
Seawolf Park in Galveston.
KRISTIN FINAN / AMERICANSTATESMAN

Stay: Hotel Galvez, 2024
Seawall Blvd.; 409-7657721; hotelgalvez.com. This
beachfront hotel opened in
1911 and today features a
saline pool, swim-up bar and
an incredible Sunday brunch
featuring everything from
seafood gumbo to crab claws
to bourbon glazed ham.
Eat: Sunflower Bakery

KicKapoo LucKy EagLE
casino HotEL

Bus Trip to EAGLE pAss

pAy $20 TO riDE &
GET $20 FrEE pLAy

and Cafe, 512 14th
St.; 409-763-5500;
thesunflowerbakeryandcafe.
com. We always go for
the cinnamon rolls, but
Sunflower Bakery and Cafe
also offers full breakfast,
lunch and dinner menus
with items that range from
smoked salmon and eggs
to a chipotle beef wrap to
almond-crusted red snapper.
Don’t miss: Seawolf Park,
100 Seawolf Parkway; 409770-3196; american
underseawarfarecenter.
com. This park is home to
the USS Cavalla, a World
War II submarine that

Contact Kristin Finan at 512445-1732.
Twitter: @kristinfinan

GET OUTTA TOWN!
Your Vacation and Getaway Guide

Western Caribbean
from Galveston

Starting at $199
Round Rock Travel (512) 255-4011

*Port charges & taxes additional, limited availability.

GO...WITH JO!TOURS
&TRAVEL

Next Trip: Friday, Aug. 21

THE HOLY LAND - 11 Days...11/10

800-474-3352

1-800-999-1446 / www.gowithjo.com

Call Coach usA for reservations Today!

sank a Japanese aircraft
carrier involved in the Pearl
Harbor attacks, and the
USS Stewart, a World War II
destroyer escort which is one
of few left in the world. As
you stroll through the insides
of both, seeing the actual
places where crew members
once slept, ate and worked,
it’s like having a history book
come to life. Want more?
Groups can even rent the
vessels for sleepovers.
Info: galveston.com

CALL TODAY!

OFF
Italy Tours $100
COUPON

• NEW YEAR’S IN SICILY – DEC 26/JAN 4
• VENICE, FLORENCE, ROME,
AMALFI COAST – Jun 15/26
Elsa@aTasTEOfITalyInausTIn.cOm

Condos
Houses
on THe BeACH

1-361-533-3595

www.portaransasvacationbeachrentals.com

